
As many of you know, we have written and submitted the renewal 

proposal for the McNair Scholars Program at Marian University. 

We think this program is great! We hope you think this program 

has changed the way you view your goals in life and how aspira-

tions towards higher education are perceived. Funding in the next 

round’s proposal reviews will be extraordinarily limited. It is      

estimated that only 3 out of 5 current programs will enjoy continued 

grant support. Regardless of whether or not our federal funds     

continue past the September 30 end date for this grant, members of 

the 2012-2013 cohort will be supported by Marian tuition scholar-

ships for the remainder of the academic year. Scholars will not be 

abandoned. Members of the Program Office staff will continue to 

provide assistance in the completion of research projects and in the 

application processes needed to enter graduate programs. We     

appreciate your   letters of support for McNair to local and 

state government officials. Every voice 

counts. 
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Appreciation 

Have you hugged your Mentor today? We don’t mean literally of course, but figuratively. Be sure to show apprecia-

tion for the time and effort that has been given to you by your Mentor and for the continued support from any family 

member or friend who has faith in your success. 
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challenges they faced as they climbed 

the ladder of higher education. One 

woman described how her graduate 

school back-

ground in  

social work 

changed the 

way she 

viewed rela-

tionships and 

ordinary sit-

coms. She 

found that her 

views of the 

characters and their social situations 

had changed and so had her interac-

tions with family members who 

would watch the shows with her.  

Another student studying Criminal     

Justice explained that the perceptions 

regarding crime that were ingrained 

in him since childhood were unravel-

ing as he explored data in his doctoral 

thesis focusing on police brutality. 

Each panelist said that what was most 

important to them was to retain their 

sense of self. 

Following the UW-Milwaukee visit, 

the Scholars also toured Marquette 

University’s campus and learned 

about their graduate school opportu-

nities. The day ended with a delicious 

and fun meal together at the County 

Clare restaurant! We look forward to 

including those of you who missed 

out on this opportunity in future  

graduate school visitations. 

Four McNair Scholars attended the 

UW-Milwaukee McNair Research 

Symposium/Graduate School Visit 

on July 18. Cecelia Abshire (junior, 

history), Misty Budzinski (senior, 

social work), Jennifer Menke (junior, 

psychology/art therapy), and Reggie 

Parson (senior, political science) had 

the opportunity to participate in 

roundtable discussions and poster 

presentations at UW-Milwaukee with 

fellow McNair students from the 

Midwest.  

The visit concluded with a panel   

discussion in which three former 

McNair Scholars discussed their ex-

periences and offered advice to     

prospective graduate students in the 

audience. Their remarks were very 

enlightening. They spoke of the   

Milwaukee Trip was a Success 

“Each panelist 

said that what 

was most 

important to them 

was to retain 

their sense of 

self.” 

Progress and Commitment 

We are proud to say that research proposals and papers that have been submitted to the pro-

gram office for the completion of MCN 201 and MCN 401 reflect an amazing amount of 

progress on the part of new and graduating Scholars. There is no doubt that you, as a 

McNair Scholar, and your Mentor are like Olympians, pushing yourselves to the limit and 

going the extra mile. The maximum achievement for participants in this program requires 

full commitment to the program objectives. Once a Scholar receives federal support in the 

form of a stipend or an opportunity, there is no turning back. You enter the roster of McNair 

Scholars that we submit to the federal government on behalf of Marian University.         

Bear in mind that this is a unique opportunity for a select few and be proud of your         

accomplishments! 

McNair Scholars Program (920) 923-8621 

August 

Birthdays 

Ashley Schmitz, 

8/5 

Tess Goeller, 

8/13 

Steve Rumbuc, 

8/25 

Maria Weeks, 

8/28 

Annie 

VanStraten, 8/31 

Save the Date—Poster Defense Session 

New Scholars will be defending their research during a Poster Defense Session on Wednesday, 

September 12, 2012 from 1:00pm to 3:00pm in room A109 in the Administration Building.  


