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Since the inception of the 

McNair Scholars Program at 

Marian University in 2007, 

we have proudly supported 

54 worthy Scholars in their 

pursuit of higher education. 

We are exceptionally proud 

of this year's graduating co-

hort and their remarkable 

accomplishments. You will 

read about them in greater details throughout this 

issue of the McNair newsletter.  

When our grant was submitted it was presumed 

that the vast majority of our McNair Scholars would 

hail from the sciences. As our program evolved, we 

found that our students came to us from every exist-

ing school at Marian University. They have a wide 

variety of interests and a strong commitment to so-

cial justice. Our McNair Scholars exemplify and live 

the Marian Mission and Core Values. They are strong 

representatives of our University, our community, 

and our country. Each has taken giant steps in their 

individual journeys towards success and self fulfill-

ment. 

Our Scholars and Mentors are continuously in-

volved in noteworthy activities and are often fea-

tured in news articles both on and off campus. The 

delivery of oral presentations at national meetings, 

involvement in Service Learning, representing the 

University at other institutions, and serving as emis-

saries in the community at large are among the ac-

tivities that McNair Scholars pursue.  

In addition to significant publications in juried 

journals, our McNair Scholars have been accepted 

into prestigious graduate programs with full tuition 

support and additional fellowship funds as McNair 

students. Congratulations to all Marian University 

McNair Scholars who are entering or are currently 

enrolled in master's and doctoral programs. 

As a federally-funded grant program, we are 

required to meet 4 specific objectives in our work 

with students. I happily report to you that 100% of 

our participants were involved in research and 

scholarly activities. Additionally, 79% graduated 

with a baccalaureate degree within three years of 

enrollment in McNair.  

Our objectives also require us to track students 

through completion of advanced degrees. As such, 

we are proud to say that approximately 42% of our 

graduates continued on into post baccalaureate 

programs by the fall of the academic year following 

the completion of the undergraduate degree. Com-

pared with Marian University's nearly 12% success 

in this regard, it is clear that we have done very 

well. It is too early for us to know how many of our 

McNair Scholars will earn the doctoral degree over 

the next 10 years. I am confident that we will meet 

our benchmark for this objective in the next cycle. 

 It has been my distinct privilege to serve as the 

Director of this fine Program. It has been an honor 

and a pleasure to work with fine staff members in-

cluding Garry Moise, Assistant Director, and Teri 

Passow, Program Coordinator. I want to thank them 

and our fine young student workers. I also thank all 

of our former staff for their support and efforts to 

raise the bar of academic excellence at Marian Uni-

versity.  

This year marks the fifth and final year of this 

grant cycle; in a few weeks, we will submit our ap-

plication for renewal. In a time of federal budget 

restraints, it is more important than ever that we 

proudly share the successes of our Scholars and ask 

the University community for its continued support 

of our group of students who are sure to follow in 

the path of their remarkable predecessors.  

Here’s to a relaxing & productive summer! 

- Dr. B. 

Program Director’s Message 
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New Students Join the McNair Program 
 

Marian University’s McNair Scholars Program 

has selected nine students as its fifth group of partic-

ipants. They now join the growing number of Marian 

University students who have benefitted from the 

services offered by the program. 

Officially known as the Ronald E. McNair Post-

baccalaureate Achievement Program, this program is 

targeted toward students underrepresented in grad-

uate education programs. 

The list of selected future scholars includes a mix 

of students from various social background and vari-

ous areas of academic interests: 

Cecelia Abshire of Sister Bay, Wis.; majoring in 

psychology and history  

Lindsay Acheson of  Slinger, Wis.; majoring in 

nursing with minors in psychology and Spanish  

Kristin Benzing of Campbellsport, Wis.; majoring 

in biology 

Misty Budzinski of Madison, Wis.; majoring in 

social work 

Shika Johnson of Chicago, Ill.; majoring in Biolo-

gy 

Jennifer Menke of Fond du Lac, Wis.; majoring in 

Expressive and Therapeutic Arts 

Yasmine Morton of Milwaukee, Wis.; majoring 

in Criminal Justice 

Reginald Parson of Chicago, Ill.; majoring in 

Homeland Security 

Thomas Weber of Sturgeon Bay, Wis.; majoring 

in Nursing 

 

 

 

This group of students will participate in an ori-

entation session on May 21, which will precede the 

annual research preparatory course (MCN 201) dur-

ing the Maymester.  This course, offered by the 

McNair Program, is led by Ms. Teri Passow, the pro-

gram coordinator.  

Following the research preparatory course, the 

students will conduct research in their selective 

field of interest under the guidance of faculty men-

tors in preparation for the rigors of graduate study. 

At the end of their summer research experi-

ence, each student will receive a $2800 stipend. 

The McNair program now has a rolling admis-

sions policy. Eligible sophomore and junior students 

are strongly encouraged to contact the program 

office to learn more. 

http://www.marianuniversity.edu/interior.aspx?id=6923&libID=8583
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Largest Graduating Class of McNair Scholars 
By Garry Moise 

The McNair Scholars Program is growing at a fast pace at Marian University of Wisconsin.  In the process, more students 
have been exposed to unprecedented academic opportunities. 

This academic year, 11 students who benefitted from the program’s services will earn their baccalaureate degrees. It is the 
largest group of McNair Scholars to graduate from Marian University. The majority of these students are already accepted 
by prestigious institutions to pursue a graduate education. In the meantime, the remaining students are optimistically 
waiting to hear from institutions to which they have applied. 

These graduating seniors have raised the bar throughout their entire involvement in the McNair program. They are not 
only trend setters; they are also leaders in their respective academic and social spheres. More importantly, what they were 
able to carry out as undergraduate students has been an inspiration for the Marian University and its associated communi-
ties. 

The decision to explore graduate school opportunities is the direct result of a combination of two major factors: 1) the 
dedication of McNair program staff and mentors to provide these students with the adequate preparation 2) the determi-
nation of these students to achieve the highest standard of academic excellence. 

The list of 2011-2012 McNair Scholars graduates include: 

Gina Anderson of Menomonie, Wis., will attend the University of Central Florida, in Orlando, Fla. She will pursue a 
master of science in industrial/organizational psychology with the ultimate goal of earning a Ph.D. in the same field. 
Recently, she has been selected to be the student speaker during the 2012 spring commencement at Marian Univer-
sity. 

Andrea Binnebose of Campbellsport, Wis., will attend Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa. She will pursue a Ph.D in 
interdepartmental microbiology. Additionally, her research paper has been submitted for publication in the Journal of 
Invertebrate Pathology. 

Nancy Garcia of Wautoma, Wis., is interested in pursuing a graduate degree in political science, homeland security, 
or criminology. She would like to conduct further research on immigration issues. She is waiting to hear from the 
graduate programs where she has applied. 

Theresa Goeller of Beaver Dam, Wis., will attend the Adler School of Professional Psychology in Chicago to pursue a 
Psy.D. in clinical psychology. She has been asked to serve on a committee that will explore options for assisting larger 
number of veteran students at Marian University. 

Mary-Zitta Muabe of Oshkosh, Wis. (by way of Cameroun), has strong interests in the fields of biomedical sciences 
and public health. She is waiting for the results of her graduate school applications.  

Amanda Pankratz of Fond du Lac, Wis., will pursue a career in education in Minnesota. She will also explore graduate 
degrees music education with emphasis in teaching. 

Matthew Peña of Burlington, Wis., is the first McNair graduate from Marian University’s School of Business. He is 
interested in pursuing a graduate degree in sports management. Later this month, he will start his career in sales with 
the Milwaukee Bucks. 

Ashley Schmitz of Fond du Lac, Wis., will attend the Ohio State University for a Ph.D. in human nutrition. Some of her 
aspirations include being a researcher and writer on health and science issues as well as being a registered nurse. 

Randal Schoenborn of Plymouth, Wis., will attend the Medical College of Wisconsin, in Milwaukee where he will pur-
sue a Ph.D. in interdisciplinary medical sciences. This summer, he will take part in the annual conference of the Socie-
ty for Applied Microbiology (SfAM). 

Cody Ullsperger of Fond du Lac, Wis., will attend Hamline University School of Law in St. Paul, Minn. As a law student, 
he will engage in scholarly research on law and how it affects our society. 

Annette Van Straten of Shiocton, Wis., has already completed her degree requirements for the Music Education Pro-
gram. Recently, she started her teaching career. She plans on exploring advanced degrees in education. 

Join the TRiO Alumni Community  https://www.trioalumni.us   

https://www.trioalumni.us
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For more pictures of the McNair Scholars Program at Marian University, please click here. 

https://picasaweb.google.com/109402038963433096967
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Continuation of Proposed Research Projects 
By Garry Moise 

This summer, a group of continuing participants in the McNair Scholars Program at Marian University 
will be busy with their respective research projects, as well as many other activities in preparation for 
graduate school.  They will spend  10 weeks from June through the beginning of August working on the 
remaining steps leading to the completion of their research projects. 

 
As part of their experience, they will prepare for opportunities to present their research findings at 

local and national conferences. There will also be opportunities for them to visit graduate programs in 
their field of interests. These students have been paired with a faculty mentor who serves as their advisor 
in the research process. The mentors also play a pivotal role in the students’ preparation for entrance in 
graduate school.  

 
Greg Hardt • Human Resource Management, Business Administration 
Mentor: Jeffrey Reed, Ph.D. 
Research Project: Anticipated and Realized Impacts and Identifiable Differentiation Drivers of Illegal 
Immigrants and their Employers 
 
Da’Monique Johnson • Criminal Justice 
Mentor: Richard Lemke, Ph.D. 
Research Project: Advances risk in risk prediction: do victim perspectives add to predictive validity of 
empirically identified domestic violence risk predictive variables 
 
Jazmin Lang • Nursing, Psychology 
Mentor: Mary-Kate Friess, MSN 
Research Project: Economic hardships and psychological distress resulting in lack of comprehensive 
multidisciplinary teams and total health costs 
 
Maria Weeks • Expressive and Therapeutic Arts 
Mentor: Janet McCord, Ph.D., F.T. 
Research Project: A Tribe in the Park: A Qualitative Study of the Impact of Art and Nature Therapy 
 
Additionally, two members of the continuing cohort will be broadening their experiences over the 

summer in new areas. Steven Rumbuc, Biology, will explore his interests in chiropractic by shadowing 
practitioners throughout the summer. Meanwhile, Dennis Mudd, Biology and Chemistry, has been chosen 
to conduct research at a hospital in Galveston, TX, where he will also have the opportunity to shadow 
M.D./Ph.D. professionals. Both Rumbuc and Mudd have already completed their McNair research projects 
and presented their findings.  

Be Inspired by His Legacy 

http://www.marianuniversity.edu/interior.aspx?id=6918&libID=8578
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Important Announcements 

Graduate School Visits 

The McNair Scholars Program at the Uni-

versity of Wisconsin in Madison will host 

its annual Graduate Resource Fair on 

June 29. Interested students should con-

tact the McNair staff at Marian Universi-

ty before Monday June 4 for the neces-

sary arrangements. 

The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 

(UW-M) will host the annual Wisconsin 

McNair Research Symposium and Grad-

uate School Visit on Wednesday July 18.  

Interested students should contact the 

McNair staff at Marian University no lat-

er than Monday June 11 for registration.  

 

Summer Office Hours 

The McNair Office will be open at its reg-

ular hours. However, the office will be 

closed during the week of July 4. If you 

have need or concerns, please email the 

McNair staff as soon as possible.  
 

End-of-Summer Poster Session 

We are again planning on hosting our an-

nual McNair Research Conclave to con-

clude the summer. The McNair scholars 

will present an overview of their summer 

experience and plans for executing their 

proposed works.   

Graduate School Retreat 

The Wisconsin Association of Education-

al Opportunity Program Personnel 

(WAEOPP) will be offering their annual 

McNair/SSS Graduate School Prepara-

tion Retreat from Friday, September 28 

to Saturday, September 29 at the Chula 

Vista Resort and Waterpark, Wisconsin 

Dells, Wis.  Chula Vista is one of the 

premier indoor waterparks in the Wis-

consin Dells.  

Don Asher, the nationally recognized 

authority on the graduate school admis-

sions process, will be conducting the re-

treat.  

 

National McNair Conference 

The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 

(UW-M) will host the 21st annual Na-

tional McNair Research Conference and 

Graduate Fair on November 9-11 at the 

Grand Geneva Resort in Lake Geneva, 

Wis. The event is co-sponsored by 

MAEOPP.   

 
 

http://www.maeopp.org/
http://www.marianuniversity.edu/interior.aspx?id=6902
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Words of Wisdom From a McNair Alumna 
By Patricia Rodenkirch 

Congratulations to all the graduating McNair scholars! I hope you enjoy graduate studies as much as I have.  
Graduating as a McNair Scholar is an honor that only a few of us will achieve. Wearing the McNair medallion at 
graduation will make you feel so proud of what you have accomplished; it might even keep you smiling with 
pride through the whole commencement ceremony. You should be so proud of yourself to have that medal-
lion.  

I would also like to welcome all the new participants of the McNair Scholars program. Here are few words 
of wisdom for the newest and continuing cohorts of students. At times, you will get frustrated and over-
whelmed.  You will feel you are never going to be able to do all the things college offers you. A few of the 
words I had to tell myself often were: Perseverance, Empowerment, Self-Worth, and a World of Knowledge. 
This would keep me grounded. Take full advantage of all the opportunities you are offered through this pro-
gram. Take advantage of having faculty mentors. They are there for YOU. Be like a sponge and soak-up as much 
knowledge, networking skills and worldly views as possible. Don’t procrastinate, jump right in with both feet. 

When I entered the McNair Program, I was a rough jagged rock, but when I graduated I was a well rounded 
polished stone. I would have never even considered graduate school if it wasn’t for McNair.  

The program has totally transformed me into the scholar that I have become. When I entered the program, 
I never expected the wonderful changes in my life. There was a lot of responsibility as a scholar and I wasn’t 
going to let them down. Believe me when I say all the hard work you will do on your research is well worth the 
results you will reap.  

I am so grateful for the opportunity to excel in my life’s passion of working with bereaved population. I am 
now enrolled in the Master of Science in Leadership with a concentration in Grief and Bereavement at Marian 
University. I love the classes and the more detailed knowledge to which I am exposed. My grades are better 
than they have ever been. I have so many opportunities to grow.  

Currently, I am a Chair of the Student Initiative Committee of the Association of Death Education and 
Counseling (ADEC), a National Organization. I am also on the Calumet County Coalition for Suicide Awareness. I 
run the Fond du Lac Healing after Suicide, I teach our participants how to start up support groups in their coun-
ties. Recently, I have started working on starting five more groups. I facilitate support groups for all ages with 
my volunteer work with Agnesian HealthCare’s Grief Relief, which I am one of the founders.   

My life is so full and enjoying; I have McNair to thank for leading me on the right track. Best wishes to all! I 
hope to meet you all at some McNair events. Perseverance will make you the best scholar you can be.  

Thank you to the McNair Scholars Program!  

Patricia “Patti” Rodenkirch, is a former participant in the TRiO McNair Scholars Program. She received her bach-
elor’s degree from Marian University in May 2011. Patti is completing her graduate work under the direction of 
her former McNair Mentor, Dr. Janet McCord, Chair of the Edwin S. Shneidman Department of Thanatology. 

  

http://mcnairmarian.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/patti-rd.jpg

